(4) THE IMPLICATION OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH (Vss. 23-25)

Paul tells us there is a divine purpose in describing Abraham’s justifying faith. God did not supervise the writing of Abraham’s experience just to provide a historical record. It was written for us also. The principals involved in Abraham’s justification are the unchanging principles involved in the justification of every believing sinner. The manner in which he believed God, resulting in imputed righteousness, is the manner in which we are to believe God to secure the same result. We will consider the contrasts and comparisons.
(A) DIVINE CONFRONTATION – “Before Him.” (vs. 17)

Abraham knew he was dealing with God: He wasn’t dealing with God.  He wasn’t dealing with theories about God or cultish practices, assuming some indirect relationship to God, but with GOD HIMSELF: God spoke to Abraham and Abraham responded to God. God, and God alone could meet Abraham’s need, but He could only meet that need in response to Abraham’s faith.

Nothing has changed: Every man stands ALONE BEFORE GOD. Justification is an individual matter. Each person must see the hopelessness of his own personal condition before God, and then personally believe what God says about him, his sin, and the Saviour, if he is to be justified.
(B) SPECIFIC REVELATIION – “God, who quickeneth the dead. (vs 17)

Abraham was not asked to believe in God generally. “I believe in God “can be, if not a meaningless statement, in many instances completely devoid of saving faith. “…thou believest that there is one God; thou dost well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” (Jas. 2:19). To believe there is a God without entering into a saving relationship with Him, is to differ little from that kind of general  belief in God shared by many of God’s creatures, including the Devil and Demons. Belief in a god or gods is common throughout the world. Faith in the God who has revealed Himself in the seed is a specific and saving faith.

Abraham was asked to believe that God would bring out of two dead bodies a living seed which would become a multitude, and that from this seed through whom ALL NATIONS would be blessed. (Gal. 3:6-9). He believed this specific Gospel (good news) and it was imputed to him for righteousness.                                                                                  Paul tells us that we shall also receive this imputed righteousness by faith if we believe on Him that RAISED UP JESUS OUR LORD FROM THE DEAD.

The word to Abraham WAS specific. The word to us IS specific. There is nothing vague in what God asks us to believe. We are to believe in THAT God that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead” and put our trust in Jesus our Lord, who was delivered FOR OUR OFFENCES, and was raised again FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION. As Abraham believed the Word of the Lord to him and it was performed, so we believe the Word of the Lord to us and it too is performed.

Man, by nature, is DEAD in trespasses and sin (Eph. 2:1). Christ ore those death-causing sins in his own body on the tree (1 Pet. 2:24). The proof that our sins were adequately dealt with was the resurrection of Christ from the dead. When we believe this specific good news the death of our sins is cancelled and we are raised with Him from the dead, and enthroned with Him in the heavenly realms  (Eph. 2:6 Wey). The death and resurrection of Christ are inseparable in the matter of salvation. “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain: ye are yet in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). The resurrection proves that our sins have been dealt with. The proof that sin has been dealt with, and that Christ if righteous, is that He has gone to the Father (John 16:10). John speaks of Him in His present ministry in the Father’s presence as Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 2:1). God has made Christ Jesus righteousness unto us (! Cor. 1:30) I believe that God raised up Jesus my Lord from the dead, and that He was delivered for my offences, and was raised again for my justification.

(C) OBSTACLES TO FAITH

If Abraham’s experience was recorded for us it would seem that we should consider all that is recorded. In reaching the point of faith he had to overcome some obstacles. Again, nothing has changed. Observe Abraham’s reaction when God told him that Sarah was going to bear him a son. “…then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born unto him that is a hundred years old, and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?” (Gen. 17:17)

I’m hopeless: You don’t know what a sinner I am; I’ve gone too far! There is no hope for me. On and on goes the mournful dirge of men who are “dead” in trespasses and sins…as they are approached by a gracious God. But God TELLS us that “Christ died for the ungodly!” The Word of God is a Word of promised forgiveness and new life to the one who will believe that Word. Abraham turned from the hopelessness of his condition and put his trust in the Word of God’s promise and lived to see that Word performed – life came out of death; God is unchanged. We turn from the hopelessness of our condition by nature. We certainly can no more save ourselves from sin than Abraham and Sarah could have a child in their advanced years. But we believe God’s Gospel promise. Divine life cannot come out of human death; I cannot save myself. But God said He will take away my sin and miraculously bring me out of death into a justified life. (Rom. 5:18). I will turn from hopeless me to miraculous Him. My faith and hope are in God.
(D) THE CONTINUING MANIFESTATION OF FAITH

Having taken up his position of faith, Abraham staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief. He did not engage in inner debate (doubt) as to whether he had made the right choice. He believed God and His promise, “being FULLY PERSUADED that, what he had promised, HE WAS ABLE ALSO TO PERFORM. Faith is not a onetime act. It is something one starts and continues. It is the very character of the justified life. I believe that what God has promised He will perform, and I do not at any time entertain a contrary position. The apostles returned to visit those whom they had led to Christ and urged them to stand firm in the faith (Acts 14:22 – JBP).

Abraham was a Word man; He saw the hopelessness of self-effort and turned completely to the promise of God. He believed God would perform His promise. He kept close to the great Promiser and was called God’s “friend.”


One more thing: He took no credit to himself. “He gave glory to God.” All the wonderful things God had promised Him were going to be performed by God. He therefore vocalized his faith and lived a life of praise. A heart that is completely committed to God and His Word will at all times express its dependence on Him and glorify Him for His mercy (Rom. 15:9).

IV. RIGHTEOUSNESS EXPERIENCED IN LIFE 

(5:1-8:39)

1. THE BLESSINGS WHICH ACCOMPANY JUSTIFICATION (5:1-110).

Up to this point in the Epistle, Paul has been establishing the truth of justification, showing how a sinner can be “declared righteous” in the sight of God. He concluded the section by pointing to Abraham as the great historical example of justification, and gave a description of the nature of justifying faith from Abraham’s experience.


Most everything to this point has been in the legal realm. We have dealt with sin, judgment, guilt, righteousness, justification, and the death of a substitutionary victim on behalf of the guilty, which enabled the righteous judge to “clear the guilty.” This, however, is only a part of the divine purpose. Having justified the sinner, God intends to also sanctify him. He has not only made a way through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for a believing sinner to be justified, but has also made provision in the death and resurrection o Christ, and the gift of the Spirit and the Word, for the justified sinner to experience freedom from sin’s power in his life. Chapter five makes the transition from the one to the other as we shall point out more fully later on.

It is assumed that we now understand what it means to be justified. So Paul moves along in the unfolding of this marvelous saving truth saying, “Therefore having been justified by faith we have. . .” He then gives a brief description of the life of the justified man before presenting the divine method of bringing the justified into the fullness of a godly life.

(A) “WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD” (Vs. 1).


Man by nature is seen as being at war with God, his sin being viewed as rebellion. God moved out to man to bring about reconciliation. Paul, addressing the Colossian Christians wrote, “…formerly you were yourselves estranged from God; you were His enemies in heart and mind, and your deeds were evil. But now by CHRIST’S DEATH in his body of flesh and blood GOG HAS RECONCILED YOU TO HIMSELF. . .” (Col. 1:20, 21 – NEB). There is no other way to have peace with God than “through our Lord Jesus Christ.” God has dealt with man’s sin in Jesus Christ. He is prepared to receive the rebel back and effect a reconciliation. So far as God is concerned the war is over. His appeal to men through his “ambassadors” is, “…be ye reconciled to God” ((2 Cor. 5:20).

For those who have “received the reconciliation” (vs. 11) the war is also over, “Having been justified. . .WE HAVE PEACE.” This is one of the blessed results of justification. “Through our Lord Jesus Christ” all is well between God and the justified sinner.

(B) “WE HAVE ACCESS BY FAITH INTO THIS GRACE WHEREIN WE STAND (Vs. 2


It is marvelous that the rebel should be forgiven and restored to peace with God, but that he should be granted access into His high favour is “grace upon grace.” The word “access” refers to ”the privilege of approaching or being introduced into the presence of someone in high station, especially a royal or divine personage.” This sentence begins with the words “by whom,” referring again to the Lord Jesus. We have “peace” through Him and also “access.” He is the One who brings us into the presence of God. By virtue of His redemptive work for us He not only brings us out of our lost condition, but ushers us into the very presence of God so completely free of everything that is abhorrent to God that we can STAND without guilt or shame. In and through our Lord Jesus Christ we are enabled to STAND in GRACE. Just think, that we who were sinners and rebels against God can fearlessly and shamelessly live in the presence of a holy God!

(C) “REJOICE IN HOPE OF THE GLORY OF GOD” (Vs. 2)

“The glory of God” is the “nature and acts of God in manifestation.” That glory as manifest in men is ideally seen in our Lord Jesus, of whom John says, “We beheld His GLORY, the GLORY as of the only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14). Jesus Christ was God’s glory perfectly expressed in a man. God has many ways of demonstrating His glory, as in creation and providence. However, when He wanted to manifest “His nature and acts” in the human realm,  He did so in Jesus Christ. “God was IN CHRIST.”

In Rom. 3:23 we are told that man, because of sin, “came short of the glory of God.” He failed to measure up to what God desired in a human being which would be expressive of what He Himself is. Phillip’s translation is most suggestive here. “Everyone has sinned, everyone falls short of THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S PLAN.” Adam failed to be the expression of God’s glory when he disobeyed God. From that time on “everyone” was less than God’s glory. In fact Paul tells us that they became involved in “changing the glory of God” into all kinds of vile substitutes to express their fallen and distorted minds. (Rom. 1:21-23)

Adam having failed and having ruined the race that sprang from him, God started a new race with a new man, Jesus Christ, “the last Adam” (! Cor. 15:45) Jesus Christ succeeded where Adam had failed. He perfectly demonstrated the glory of God and became the Saviour of those who had fallen under the first Adam. All who are justified are brought into a living relationship with God and “confidently and joyfully look forward to actually becoming ALL THAT GOD HAS IN MIND FOR US TO BE” (Taylor).


This has meaning for us ow as we are “change into the image of the Lord from GLORY TO GLORY, EVEN AS Y THE Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). Even now we are experiencing more and more of the glory of God as our lives are becoming increasingly God-like. Then of course, we look forward to the day when we shall experience the resurrection crisis and “be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (! John 3:2).

In all of this we “rejoice.” The Greek word used here means “to boast, to congratulate one’s self, to speak of ourselves a glorious or blessed.” More than joy is intended. In the best sense, we “congratulate ourselves” on the blessings of God’s grace bestowed on us which means for us, glory now, and glory “then.” “The GLORY which thou gavest me,” said the Lord, “I have given them” (John 17:22).

(D) “AND NOT ONLY SO, BUT WE GLORY IN TRIBULATION ALSO (Vs. 3)


We have just finished “congratulating ourselves” on the blessedness of being in God’s “glory plan” for justified sinners. But here is something else to “congratulate ourselves” on: “tribulation.” However, let us hasten to point out, Paul does not leave the matter there but shows that “tribulation” has a salutary purpose in producing in us those things that accentuate “hope” and increase desire for “the glory of God.”
All men have “tribulation” for “man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7) But that is not the tribulation primarily intended here. Christians have their share of this kind of trouble.

The tribulation to which Paul refers  is that which we experience as Christians. He refers to it on several  occasions (Rom. 8:35-39; 1 Cor. 4:9-13; 2 Cor. 1:4-10; 11:23-30; 12:7-10; Phil. 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:11, 12; 4:14-16). The word for “tribulation” means “pressure.” This is a word that has taken on new meaning in recent years. Christians are subject to distinctive “pressures,” and they must learn what these pressures are designed to effect in their lives, or they will stoop to whining and self-pity and arrest their own spiritual growth.

(E) “KNOWING THAT TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE (Vs. 3)

A growing Christian is an informed Christian. When you “know” the divine intention in “tribulation” it can be endured with the knowledge of its purpose. We are not fanatics who jump and shout in the midst of trial as though such action was a kind of anesthetics. Our rejoicing is based on sound “knowing.” This “pressure” is producing something worthwhile and God-glorifying in our lives.


The word for “patience” is variously translated “fortitude, steadfastness, endurance.” It has been pointed out, however, that it means more than endurance. “It means the spirit which does not passively endure but which actively overcomes and conquers the trials and the tribulations of life.” This one can do when he “knows” that God is in it!

(F) “AND PATIENCE, EXPERIENCE” (Vs. 4)

Weymouth calls “experience”. . .”ripeness of character.” “Dokime” is the word translated “experience,” and “is used of metal which has been passed through the fire so that everything base has been purged out of it. It describes something out of which every alloy of baseness has been eliminated.” God wants us to meet the “pressures” and handle them with confident Spirit inspired purpose. Such pressures so met produce a purging and strengthening of character, bringing us into the “image of His Son” who “learned obedience by the things which he suffered” (Heb. 5:8).

(G) “AND EXPERIENCE, HOPE (Vs. 4)


We have returned to “hope.” At the beginning of the chapter we were “rejoicing in hope” based on the wonderful fact of justification. We are looking forward to experiencing that glory in time and in eternity. How does this “hope” fare in the process of living? Paul then proceed to show that when we “know” what is involved in “tribulation” and adjust to the divine purposes in the trials of life, our “hope” becomes more meaningful as we see God meeting us again and again in life situations. Seeing what God has done in the past, my “hope” is strengthened to believe for every future eventuality. Each “glorious change” wrought through “tribulation” better prepares us for the next “change” that needs to be made to produce the character of Christ in us. As Christ like character develops, hope increases in strength and intensity, and we long for the ultimate glory.
